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REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 
DUE TO PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE ERROR 

It is respectfully requested that a Certificate of Correction be issued for U.S. Patent 
No. 6,770,861 B2, issued August 3, 2004, for the purpose of correcting errors that 
occurred in the printing of the patent. 

Attached in duplicate are Forms PTO-1050 (PTO/SB/44), with at least one copy of 
each being suitable for printing. 
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The printing errors contained in U.S. Patent No. 6,770,861 B2 are set forth below 
along with an explanation as to the reasons for the errors: 

The Patent and Trademark Office erroneously failed to include in issued U.S. 
Patent No. 6,770,861 B2, application claims 18, 19, 20, and 21 that were added by the 
Preliminary Amendment that accompanied Applicants' Request for Continued 
Examination (RCE) Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.114, filed with the Patent and Trademark 
Office on January 1 5, 2004. 

The examiner allowed claims 18, 19, 20, and 21, as well as claims 4-6 and 10-16 
(claims 4-6 and 10-16 do appear in the issued patent), in the Notice of Allowance dated 
March 29, 2004 (a copy of which is attached hereto). 

The issued patent should contain all fourteen (14) allowed claims, not just the 
incorrect amount of ten (10) printed and contained in the patent. 

Note that before issuance of the above-identified patent, the Patent and Trademark 
Office renumbered application claims 4-6 and 10-16 in the issued patent as follows: 

Application claim 4 (an independent claim) was renumbered and printed by the 
Patent and Trademark Office as patent claim 1 . 

Application claim 5 (an independent claim) was renumbered and printed by the 
Patent and Trademark Office as patent claim 2. 

Application claim 6 (an independent claim) was renumbered and printed by the 
Patent and Trademark Office as patent claim 3. 

Application claim 10 (an independent claim) was renumbered and printed by the 
Patent and Trademark Office as patent claim 4. 
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Application claim 1 1 (a dependent claim, which depends from application claim 10 
(patent claim 4)) was renumbered and printed by the Patent and Trademark Office as 
patent claim 5. 

Application claim 12 (a dependent claim, which depends from application claim 1 1 
(patent claim 5)) was renumbered and printed by the Patent and Trademark Office as 
patent claim 6. 

Application claim 13 (a dependent claim, which depends from application claim 10 
(patent claim 4)) was renumbered and printed by the Patent and Trademark Office as 
patent claim 7. 

Application claim 14 (a dependent claim, which depends from application claim 10 
(patent claim 4)) was renumbered and printed by the Patent and Trademark Office as 
patent claim 8. 

Application claim 15 (a dependent claim, which depends from application claim 10 
(patent claim 4)) was renumbered and printed by the Patent and Trademark Office as 
patent claim 9. 

Application claim 16 (a dependent claim, which depends from application claim 10 
(patent claim 4)) was renumbered and printed by the Patent and Trademark Office as 
patent claim 10. 

Rightly, since the Patent and Trademark Office erroneously failed to include 
allowed application claims 18-21 in the issued patent, application claim 18 should be 
renumbered as patent claim 1 1, application claim 19 should be renumbered as patent claim. 
12 (which should depend from patent claim 1 1 since application claim 19 depends from 
application claim 18 ), application claim 20 should be renumbered as patent claim 13, and 
application claim 21 should be renumbered as patent claim 14. 
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The correct allowed claim texts for application claims 18-21 should be added to the 
issued patent as set forth herein and in the accompanying proposed Forms PTO-1050 
(PTO/SB/44) and issue correctly as part of a Certificate of Correction. 

[[18.]] IT. An image-sensing device comprising: 
a plurality of pixels for outputting a plurality of color signals natural- 
logarithm ically proportional to amounts of light received in different color ranges, said 
plurality of color signals including a red signal, green signal and blue signal; 

an initial state setting portion for correcting the plurality of color signals output 
from each pixel according to a specific correlation among the color signals at an intensity 
of illumination; 

a detecting portion for respectively detecting each signal level of first and second 
color signals of the plurality of color signals relative to a signal level of a third color signal 
selected from the plurality of color signals as a reference signal; and 

a white balance adjustment portion for further correcting the plurality of color 
signals already corrected by the initial state setting portion according to the specific 
correlation among the color signals on the basis of the detection of the signal levels. 

[[19]] 12. An image-sensing device according to claim [[18]] J_l, wherein the 
first color signal is the red signal, the second color signal is the blue signal and the third 
color signal is the green signal. 

[[20]] 13. An image-sensing device comprising: 

a plurality of pixels for outputting a plurality of color signals natural- 

logarithmically proportional to amounts of light received in different color ranges; 

an initial state setting portion for correcting the plurality of color signals output 

from each pixel according to a specific correlation among the color signals at an intensity 

of illumination; 

a detecting portion for detecting a signal level of at least one color signal of the 
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plurality of color signals relative to a signal level of another color signal selected from the 
plurality of color signals as a reference signal; and 

a white balance adjustment portion for further correcting the plurality of color 
signals already corrected by the initial state setting portion according to the specific 
correlation among the color signals on the basis of the detection of the signal level. 

[[21]] 14* An image-sensing device comprising: 
a plurality of pixels for outputting a plurality of color signals natural- 
logarithm ically proportional to amounts of light received in different color ranges; 

an initial state setting portion for correcting the plurality of color signals output 
from each pixel according to a specific correlation among the color signals at an intensity 
of illumination; 

a signal level detecting portion that comprises a plurality of integrator circuits and 
comparator circuits, wherein the integrator circuits are for integrating the color signals 
output from each pixel and the comparator circuits are for detecting a signal level of at 
least one color signal of the integrated color signals relative to a signal level of another 
color signal selected from the integrated color signals as a reference signal; and 

a white balance adjustment portion for further correcting the plurality of color 
signals already corrected by the initial state setting portion according to the specific 
correlation among the color signals on the basis of the detection of the signal level. 

The foregoing serious errors occurred in the printing of the patent, and thus 
constitute errors made by the Patent and Trademark Office. Therefore, no fee is incurred 
for preparation of the proposed certificate of correction. 
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Please issue a Certificate of Correction for the above-identified U.S. Patent No. 
6,770,861 B2 containing all of the allowed claims, and transmit the Certificate to the 
attorney whose signature and address appear below. 
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SIDLEY AUSTIN BROWN & WOOD LLP 

717 North Harwood, Suite 3400 

Dallas, Texas 75201 

(214)981-3478 Direct 

(214) 981-3300 Main 

(214) 981-3400 Facsimile 

October 26, 2004 



Respectfully submitted, 
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Attorney for Patentee 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 4-6, 10-16, and 18-21 are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

With regard to claims 4-6 and 10-16, the reasons for allowance were set forth in the 
previous office action. 

With regard to claims 18-21, the prior art fails to teach or fairly suggest an imaging- 
sensing device comprising an initial state setting portion for correcting the plurality of color 
signals output from each pixel according to specific correlation among the color signals at 
intensity of illumination and a white balance adjustment portion for further correcting the 
plurality of color signals already corrected by the initial state setting portion according to the 
specific correlation among the color signals on the basis of the detection of the signal levels as 
claimed. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 
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(1) Suh (U. S. Patent No. 5,508,739) disclosed a white-balance adjusting apparatus 
and a method for a video camera. 

(2) Yamamoto et al (U. S. Patent No. 5,481,302) disclosed a white balance 
adjustment apparatus. 

(3) Saito et al (U. S. Patent No. 5,3 19,449) disclosed a white balance control device. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Allen C. Ho whose telephone number is (571) 272-2491. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 8:00 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward J. Glick can be reached at (571) 272-2490. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Allen C. Ho 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2882 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 

PATENT NO : 6,770,861 B2 Page 1 of 4 

DATED August 3, 2004 

INVENTOR(S) : Yoshio Hagihara 

It is certified that error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent 
is hereby corrected as shown below: 

Column 18 : 

After the end of claim 10, insert the following: 
— 11. An image-sensing device comprising: 

a plurality of pixels for outputting a plurality of color signals natural- 
logarithmically proportional to amounts of light received in different color ranges, 
said plurality of color signals including a red signal, green signal and blue signal; 

an initial state setting portion for correcting the plurality of color signals 
output from each pixel according to a specific correlation among the color signals 
at an intensity of illumination; 

a detecting portion for respectively detecting each signal level of first 
and second color signals of the plurality of color signals relative to a signal level 
of a third color signal selected from the plurality of color signals as a reference 
signal; and a white balance adjustment portion for further correcting the plurality 
of color signals already corrected by the initial state setting portion according to 
the specific correlation among the color signals on the basis of the detection of 
the signal levels.--. 



MAILING ADDRESS OF SENDER: PATENT NO. 6J70.861 B2 
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717 North Harwood, Suite 3400 
Dallas, Texas 75201 
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This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .322, 1 .323, and 1 .324. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file 
(and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 1 22 and 37 CFR 1.14. This coflection is estimated to take 1 .0 hour to 
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 2231 3-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS 
TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Certificates of Corrections Branch, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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DATED August 3 5 2004 

INVENTOR(S) : Yoshio Hagihara 

It is certified that error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent 
is hereby corrected as shown below: 

Column 18 : 

After the end of newly added claim 11, insert the following: 

— 12. An image-sensing device according to claim 11, wherein the 
first color signal is the red signal, the second color signal is the blue signal and 
the third color signal is the green signal. — . 
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6,770,861 B2 Page 3 of 4 

August 3, 2004 
Yoshio Hagihara 



It is certified that error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent 
is hereby corrected as shown below: 

Column 18 : 

After the end of newly added claim 12, insert the following: 
--13. An image-sensing device comprising: 

a plurality of pixels for outputting a plurality of color signals natural- 
logarithmically proportional to amounts of light received in different color ranges; 

an initial state setting portion for correcting the plurality of color signals 
output from each pixel according to a specific correlation among the color signals 
at an intensity of illumination; 

a detecting portion for detecting a signal level of at least one color 
signal of the plurality of color signals relative to a signal level of another color 
signal selected from the plurality of color signals as a reference signal; and 

a white balance adjustment portion for further correcting the plurality of 
color signals already corrected by the initial state setting portion according 
to the specific correlation among the color signals on the basis of the detection 
of the signal level. — . 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 

PATENT NO : 6,770,861 B2 Page 4 of 4 

DATED August 3, 2004 

INVENTOR(S) : Yoshio Hagihara 

It is certified that error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent 
is hereby corrected as shown below: 

Column 18 : 

After the end of newly added claim 13, insert the following: 
— 14. An image-sensing device comprising: 

a plurality of pixels for outputting a plurality of color signals natural-1 
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— 13. An image-sensing device comprising: 

a plurality of pixels for outputting a plurality of color signals natural- 
logarithmically proportional to amounts of light received in different color ranges; 

an initial state setting portion for correcting the plurality of color signals 
output from each pixel according to a specific correlation among the color signals 
at an intensity of illumination; 

a detecting portion for detecting a signal level of at least one color 
signal of the plurality of color signals relative to a signal level of another color 
signal selected from the plurality of color signals as a reference signal; and 

a white balance adjustment portion for further correcting the plurality of 
color signals already corrected by the initial state setting portion according 
to the specific correlation among the color signals on the basis of the detection 
of the signal level.--. 
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